Crystal Eastman, 1916, photograph by Arnold Genthe, Library of
Congress (https://www.loc.gov/item/2018709358). Eastman was a
suffragist, activist, lawyer, co-writer of the Equal Rights
Amendment, and founder of the organization that became the
American Civil Liberties Union. When she married Walter Fuller, a
British citizen, in 1916, she lost her American citizenship due to the
Expatriation Act of 1907. She was noted as a British citizen on
several passenger lists, including the manifest for her last trip on the
Rotterdam in 1927, and she is not known to have regained her
American citizenship by the time she died in 1928. John Fabian
Witt,“Crystal Eastman and the Internationalist Beginnings of
American Civil Liberties,” Duke Law Journal 54:3 (2004), 737-738.

Rich Venezia lives in Pennsylvania and specializes in
twentieth-century immigration research and records,
especially underutilized record sources and federal
records. He was a member of the PBS Genealogy
Roadshow research team. He received his Certificate in
Genealogical Research from Boston University in 2015.
He teaches about immigration records as a SLIG and
GRIP coordinator and IGHR instructor. He recently
coordinated the #RecordsNotRevenue campaign,
which received international press. He can be reached
at rich@richroots.net.

Native-Born
Aliens:

The Laws

and Records
of Expatriated
women

Rich Venezia

7 W

hat!... Why can’t I vote?” asked Helen
Putnam Van Sicklen in a 1920 editorial. “I'm a
native American citizen, a descendant of illustrious
Americans who fought to make this country, and of
others who later fought to keep it a United States.
I, not a citizen of my own country?... Can you beat
that?... Involuntarily expatriated!” Van Sicklen had
lost her citizenship by marrying a Canadian alien.'

From 1907 to 1922 (or 1931 in some cases),
women born in the United States forfeited
their American citizenship simply by marrying
unnaturalized immigrants. Native-born men who
married immigrants did not lose their citizenship.
For several decades, records normally restricted to
immigrant aliens document thousands of native-
born women.?

Citizenship of married women before 1907
The citizenship of a woman in the United States

was legally tied to that of her husband beginning 10

February 1855. Section 2 of the naturalization law

Websites cited in this article were viewed on 14 May 2020.

1. “When an American Woman Can’t Vote,” The Dearborn (Michigan)
Independent, 30 October 1920, p. 3.

2. The situation for expatriated women who resided abroad with their
husbands was different, and the rules or records mentioned in this article
do not necessarily apply to them. For the purposes of this article, the term
alien means an immigrant resident of the United States who had not yet
naturalized as an American citizen and an American woman who lost her
citizenship upon marriage to such an alien.
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passed on that date states, “Any woman who might
lawfully be naturalized under the existing laws,
married, or who shall be married to a citizen of the
United States, shall be deemed and taken to be a
citizen.”? Prior to this point, women could naturalize
on their own, but few did. Women were not equal
persons before the law in many parts of the country,
and naturalization did little to change their status.*

The 1855 law automatically granted citizenship to
immigrant women married before or after its passage,
whose husbands were native-born citizens or whose
foreign-born husbands naturalized before or after 10
February 1855. These “silent citizens” generally do
not appear in their husbands’ naturalization records,
but the laws in place allowed them the full rights and
benefits of female citizenship.

Expatriation of married women

The Expatriation Act of 1907 was fueled by anti-
immigrant sentiment and a desire to prevent dual
citizenship. Section 3 states, “Any American woman
who marries a foreigner shall take the nationality
of her husband.” The act had long-lasting impacts
on the citizenship of married women in the United
States.” The newspaper headlines of the time focused
on other provisions of the law, calling into question
whether women realized that they would lose their
citizenship upon marriage to aliens.

A challenge to the law made its way to the
Supreme Court in 1915, when Ethel Mackenzie
disputed the refusal of the Board of Electors of

(4) Tam __42 years old. (5) I was born on —..__S€Dta L6, 1908 infhvest Waterville,

(Month)

............... bec Co., Maine
(County, district, province, or state)

(Country)

San Francisco to register her as a voter. (California
had extended the right to vote to women in 1911.)
She contended that expatriation must involve
“emigration, coupled with other acts indicating an
intention to transfer one's allegiance.” The Supreme
Court upheld the law, affirming that McKenzie’s
marriage to an alien was voluntary and she should
have known its consequences.®

Expatriation of native-born women upon
marriage to foreigners continued for fifteen years,
twenty-four years for women who married Asian
men. When women gained the right to vote in 1920,
calls to end the expatriation of American women
grew louder.

The passage on 22 September 1922 of the Cable
Act, known as the Married Women's Independent
Nationality Act, separated the citizenship of most
women from that of their husbands. Under this law,
foreign-born women no longer automatically gained
citizenship upon their marriage to American men,
though these wives could use an expedited process
to naturalize. Native-born women who married
alien men after this date were no longer expatriated,
provided their alien husbands were eligible for
citizenship.” Since Asian men were not eligible,
American women who married Asian men continued
to lose their citizenship until 3 March 1931.°

The ramifications of a woman’s loss of
citizenship were dire. Senator John L. Cable’s 1933
report to the Committee on Immigration highlighted
this inequity:

(City or town)

(Day) (Year)

(8) I lost, or believe that I lost, United States citizenship solely by reason of my marriage on ----%{m.emb.er.-l&,-lﬁlﬁ

ol Joseph Rouleau.

by

(State by what means marital status terminated)

onth) (Day) (Year)

then an alien, a citizen or subject of _________ Great Britain 5
and my marital status with such person was ....not. terminated on

(Month) (Day) (Year)

Figure 1. Portions of Alphonsine Pilot Rouleau’s application to take an oath of allegiance to the United States, 1944, noting her birth in Maine
and loss of citizenship due to her marriage to a British citizen. FamilySearch; Maine State Archives.

3. 10 Stat. 604, Act of 10 February 1855. This citation format refers to US Congress, The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America, 1789-1873,

17 vols. (Washington, DC: various publishers), 10: 604.

4. Invarious states, women could not own property or serve as guardians, and many professions required licenses or degrees reserved for men only.

5. 34 Stat. 1228, Act of 2 March 1907.

6. Joseph McKenna and the Supreme Court of the United States, U.S. Reports: Mackenzie v. Hare, 239 US 299 (1915); digital images, Library of Congress

(https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep239299).
7. 42 Stat. 1021b, Act of 22 September 1922.
8. 46 Stat. 1511, Sec. 4, Act of 3 March 1931.
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“The American woman who married a foreigner...
was subjected to a heavy penalty, absolute loss of her
birthright. In some States she could neither inherit
nor buy real estate... After 1900 many women began
entering actively into commerce and the practice of
the professions. The privileges enjoyed by citizens
engaged in these occupations were closed to [her]...
The same hardship confronted such a woman if

she sought to practice law... Such a woman also

was prohibited in many States from practicing

RACE AND CITIZENSHIP

The Naturalization Act of 1790 allowed “free

white persons” to naturalize as US citizens." The
Naturalization Act of 1870 extended the rights of
citizenship to “aliens of African nativity and to persons
of African descent.”?

At the time of the 1907 Expatriation Act and the 1922
Cable Act, Asian individuals remained ineligible for

citizenship. This inequity was only remedied in the
1940s and 1950s. Naturalization became completely
colorblind in the United States under the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1952.3

medicine. She could not teach in the public schools.
She could neither take a State or Federal civil service
examination nor hold any Government office... In
most States she could not vote, even after equal

suffrage was granted. If she went abroad the United Native Americans were not fully granted citizenship

until 2 June 1924, though certain Native American
individuals were considered citizens via the Dawes Act
of 1887 and an 1893 amendment.*

LOSS OF CITIZENSHIP 1. 1 Stat. 103, Act of 26 March 1790.
FOR AMERICAN-BORN WOMEN 2. 16 Stat. 254, Act of 14 July 1870.

3. 66 Stat. 163, Act of 27 June 1952.
. 4. 43 Stat. 253, Act of 2 1924. 24 Stat. 390, D Act of 8
2 March 1907-22 September 1922: upon marriage to - R " awesace
aliens of any race

February 1887. 27 Stat. 645, Act of 3 March 1893.
22 September 1922-3 March 1931: upon marriage to
aliens ineligible for citizenship (Asian men)

States Government would neither give her a passport
nor protect her while outside the country.”®

later naturalization did not naturalize or repatriate
his wife. Nearly all expatriated women who
wished to repatriate could become a citizen in the
abbreviated way now allowed for alien women

Regaining citizenship

In the period between the Expatriation Act
of 1907 and the Cable Act, an expatriated woman
regained her citizenship automatically upon the
termination of her marriage provided she remained
resident in the United States. If her husband
naturalized as a US citizen, she automatically became
a US citizen again.

After the passage of the Cable Act, a husband’s

married to American men: without a declaration of
intention, and with a US residency requirement of
only one year, regardless of the location of court of
naturalization.'’ In 1930, this process was amended
to eradicate the residency requirement. This remedy
did not apply to women who had married Asian men
until 3 March 1931.

Repatriation proceedings as opposed to

Attached hereto and made a part of this petition are my declaration of intention to bacome & citizén of thd United States and the Certificate froin the Departmentiof Labor,
FRoFetheT it migidavit and the affidavits of the two verifying witnesses thereto, required dy law. Wherefore your petitioner prays that he may be admitted a citizen of the United

(Complete and truesignature of petitioner.)

States of dmerica.

mithed upder act Sep, 22, 192 20 ;
Declaratiz(zznf o?I;L;zaeru%on %O.?_.LA-CEJ_)_ ond fmﬂtg«zﬁ;’of.%_ﬂml from Department of Labor fited this ... =Y. day of

NorE 10 CLERK OF CoURT.—If petitioner arrived in the United Siates ON OR BEFORE JUNE 29, 1906, strike out the words reading “and Certificate of Arrival from Department of Labor.”

BELe 19

Figure 2. Portion of Matilda Westermann’s petition for naturalization, 1926, referring to the omission of her declaration of intention due to the
1922 law. San Francisco District Court, Ancestry; National Archives.

9. John L. Cable, American Citizenship Rights of Women, Hearing Before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Immigration, United States
Senate, Seventy-Second Congress, Second Session (Washington: US Government Printing Office, 1933), 26; https://www .loc.gov/law/find/hearings/
pdf/0014160126A.pdf.

10. In this timeframe, citizenship was generally granted only after five years of continuous residency within the United States, including six months
within the county of naturalization; a declaration of intention, which could be filed after two years of residency; and a petition for naturalization, which
could be filed after another three years of residency. There were also requirements for speaking English and witnesses, among others. In contrast, the
process for expatriate women (and alien women married to citizen men) was expedited.
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naturalization proceedings were finally specified in a
25 June 1936 law. Expatriated women could repatriate
after taking an oath of allegiance in any naturalization
court. However, this law only applied to women
whose marriage had been terminated by death or
divorce, as proven by related documents." A 2 July
1940 amendment to this act permitted the repatriation
of all women, regardless of marital status, who had
resided continuously in the United States since their
marriage.'” The Naturalization Act of 1940, passed
three months later, cobbled all these laws into one but
did little to change the requirements for reacquisition
of American citizenship by expatriated women."

REACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP
FOR AMERICAN-BORN WOMEN
MARRIED TO NON-ASIAN ALIENS

2 March 1907-22 Sep 1922
o automatically when their husbands naturalized; or

 automatically when their marriages ended through
death or divorce, if they remained in the United
States

22 September 1922-2 July 1940

¢ through an abbreviated naturalization process; or

e after 25 June 1936, an abbreviated repatriation
process if their marriages had ended

2 July 1940 forward:
¢ All American-born women could regain citizenship
through an abbreviated repatriation process.

¢ Married women had to have resided continuously in
the United States since their marriage.

Federal records

No records were automatically created upon
the expatriation of a woman. It was only later, when
she repatriated, naturalized, or interacted with the
government as an alien, that records ensued. Since
tens of thousands of women lost their citizenship
between 1907 and 1922 (or 1931, in cases of women
who married Asian men), there are likely hundreds
of thousands of records for alien women born in the
United States.

11. 49 Stat. 1917, Act of 25 June 1936.
12. 54 Stat. 715, Act of 2 July 1940.
13. 54 Stat. 1137, Act of 14 October 1940.

REACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP

FOR AMERICAN-BORN WOMEN

MARRIED TO ASIAN ALIENS

2 March 1907-3 March 1931: Women could not
regain citizenship.

After 3 March 1931: Women could regain citizenship
in the same ways that women who had married non-
Asian aliens could.

Naturalization or repatriation records for these
women are held in the same places that have other
naturalization records, though repatriation records
may be filed separately. Generally, no files exist for
women who automatically regained citizenship
when their husbands naturalized prior to 22
September 1922.

Court records and C-Files

To look for naturalization or repatriation
records, start in the county court with jurisdiction
over naturalization or the federal court with
jurisdiction over the woman’s residence. Although
the naturalization or repatriation could occur in any
court of record, many filed their applications in the
court with jurisdiction over their residence. Federal
court records are usually held by regional branches of
the National Archives.'

A copy of a naturalization or repatriation
document should exist as a C-File in the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
Genealogy Program. (Repatriation files for these
women are known as 129/series files.) To access
C-Files, submit an index search request to determine
whether a file exists (unless the file number is already
known), and then request the record. The index
search currently costs $65, and the record request
costs another $65. For more information, see https://
www.uscis.gov/genealogy.

The court copies of repatriation records contain
details like date and place of birth and marriage,
physical description, husband’s date and place of
birth, and signature. The USCIS files should contain
the same records and may contain correspondence

14. To locate the regional archives for each state and district, see “National Archives Court Records,” National Archives (https://www.archives.gov/

research/court-records).
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Dl@tri.nf ¥H® UNITEP BTATES, s SAN FR ANCISCO GALIFORRIA

To the Honorable the. Court of
23 h A N
iti letilda liestermann hereby filed, respectfully showeth:
en 4 1334-Van 1 : : IFORMIA.
; idence i S04-Van Ness naVe., van freneisco
First: Myiptace of? 5 Tewfa (Give number, street, city or town, and State.)
Second. My pation is Lt s
[ap ) Tiapn ) QY P e nad oo Ce
Third. I was born on the 3th day of waren anno Domim'lJK { at. sga franeisco, Cal,
Fourth. I emigrated to the United States ffom on or about the day of.
X
anno Domini I............, , and arrived in the United fS't_ajes, at the port of on the day of-
anno Domini I.........._., , on the vessel - ; - 4 . .
i (If the alien arrived otherwise than by vessel, the character of conveyance or name of transportation company should be given.)
Fifth. I declared my intention to become a cit‘izenrlgf the United States on the day of anno Doming I-.........._
o
at tninol 2 2 in the Court of-
AL_\..'Q:FJ DCIIG H‘rn/* 1} sm a l "‘]eb a 76
7 ; g 2 { v O
Sixth. Iam married. My EE'ES‘"?Z?&} name is = . 2 {h.e } was born on the : da{/ ‘!zf = = L = < anno Domini 1.2.1.2_ .
> P iz Q19 =+ 1. (s

at wesel, ¢! and now resides a¥..... LA ULL L0G 4 L rrited. . 4€0. 9, 1912 &8t o.F, Cal,

Give number, street, city or.fown, and State.) , .
¢ Zx’ £ 1.&; Jard o liene

Figure 3. Portion of Matilda Westermann’s petition for naturalization, 1926, providing details about her birth and her husband. San Francisco
District Court, Ancestry; National Archives.

or other records. Some of the court copies of these more information, see https://www.uscis.gov/history-

records are available on Ancestry, Fold3, and and-genealogy/genealogy/historical-record-series/

FamilySearch. The collections may not specifically alien-registration-forms-microfilm-1940-1944.

note that they contain repatriation records; they may During World War I, women (and men) of enemy

be interfiled with other naturalization records. alien nationalities were required to register. This

Federal alien registration files mandate included Germans, citizens of the Austro-
The Alien Registration Act of 1940 required Hungarian Empire, and American-born women who

all aliens over age fourteen to register with the married German or Austro-Hungarian aliens after

government. Over 5.6 million
APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE

Americans registered over
g - ACT OF JUNE 25, 1936, AS AMENDED, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH
the next four years.”” Among To the Honorable, the - uUStice of the Superior _ Court of ... Maine at Augista, Me,
them were tens o f th ousan dS This application, hereby made and filed, respectfully shows: g
(1) My full, true, and correct name is .mﬁ_.E;A&phgns&hne,.nmlﬁm____.-._nea_mlot
. 5 name, it abb. ion, al T ic] s n ui must appear he;
of native-born women who (2) My present place of residence is _...._.l-ggzﬁg.a_;‘:lig.EﬁL:tﬁi.__i;!:i_..;J;;?ezh é.:_:;beﬁﬁm Ko
. . . ber and rtown)  (Co unty) | (State) i
had lost their citizen. Shlp (3) My ;2 is Housewife, uml street) (City or town) (County) (State)
. (4) Tam __ 42 years old. (5) I b o i
through marriage and were o M; 1)na. was born on . BePla A8y 1908 - in .. Wataryille,
. .. N L nnabag O hoevior state) (G
considered citizens of their e G oy
) ‘ o e w::p ion is as lfollo:rsh:mi Sex Female ; color _White plexior. Mgdium---------— s
R IO WS » color of hair _____ Brown.._____, heij i ight H
hUSbal'l dS na th ec ountrles. e 0 r } del , height ____§__ feet ___.2__ inches, weight -..__125_ pounds;
The Alien Regis tration g:) Iam mmkew ma;x;ed; ;he name of my husband is ... Jos86ph-Rouleau oo ; We were married
Forms. or AR-25. are —"__-M_e (Mont:;l. (Dn?)l : (Year) gk w’?&’f&'}’ffww) 'Mn(is:?e) (Country) siheRwasiborn
- at ...... t ..E_.. c s
1/ . lld . " @ SEARklG, Faday Cenada_ o ——ARELL AL, 1899 =i and sowireaides
ai --...._WJ.nslnl
genealogical goldmines, (Number and m’ééMuor town) | (State)  (Gountry)

including exact date and
place of birth, participation
in social clubs, arrest
history, physical description,
and other information. The files exist on microfilm
and are held by the USCIS Genealogy Program. For

Figure 4. Portion of Alphonsine Pilot Rouleau’s application to take an oath of allegiance to the United
States, 1944, with details for herself and her Canadian husband. FamilySearch; Maine State Archives.

2 March 1907. Records from some states survive —
notably Kansas, New Mexico, and parts of Louisiana,
California, and North Carolina, among others."”

15. “Alien Registration Forms on Microfilm, 1940-1944,” US Citizenship and Immigration Services (https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/
genealogy/historical-record-series/alien-registration-forms-microfilm-1940-1944) > Background.

16. Between 27 August 1940 and 26 December 1940, in just four months, 62,473 women born in the United States registered as aliens. United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Alien Registration Division, Alien Registration 1940, vol. 10, “Registered Aliens in the United States Classified
by Country of Birth and Sex,” Table I-B, p. 2; digital images, USCIS Historical Library (https://eosfcweb01.eosfc-intl.net/CP4810_U95007_Documents/
WorldWar2/AlienReg1940/AlienRegv10_RegAlienCtrySex.pdf). The vast majority of these women were expatriates who had married foreigners and lost
their citizenship.

17. For a thorough explanation of these records and their known locations, see Julie Miller, “Enemy Alien Registrations during World War I,” NGS
Magazine 44:2 (April-June 2018), 21-27.
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Figure 5. Portion of Irene
Friedhoff’s alien registration
affidavit, 1918. National
Archives (https://catalog.
archives.gov/id/286193).

DES CRIPTION OF REGI

(To be filled in by registration

STRANT.

ofﬁcer.)

Age / B
g Q..ei, years 0 months.  Mouth__

I’lélght _,_5__,_,&, - K 1 o ;.,
S Chin __0 5

‘(}Igl e _‘_7, Z, Mﬂ H W}f(

V di / N a1y O - LT

Forehead )/ - \5
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ==%-2f--  Complexion__y &
Eyes ' &L AN w 777777777

1 e Face __217\/%

;\i‘ezgﬁée-b}‘{hé?eéi;‘tration officer.

1, W ----- M%{} - '

22
i .1 19 9 i L s adod si y :
ired to register under the President’s proclaman(;m d:tt;d April : ’ "I\
UL ;
:?d make the folloging statements a?d ans?vers under

oureu 38%T

1. Name .-

All other names at any ﬁme used, including all for

9. Present residence ----- Cf\

(Give strée

T different from home address, state home ad

3. Length of residence at the foregoing place ---

i ince January 1, 1914 | |
4. All other places of residence since f 1é | I
77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 | ? e
i B : ’ el E {<0 a{re s ' Friedhoffs alien
o S o s.2 registration affidavit,
o I e e (Give city or town, Province, and < :

noting her birth in
Kansas and marriage to
a German citizen.

quRg)sI3e1
TULRUB 84T,

6. State particulars as to family, as follows: '
(a) Single? 7/7‘/&. ......... (b) Now married? --- 35
& L TTTaes? or “No.?
el itizenship of present husbau @)/

(¢) Name, residence, and ci

A

A-Files State records

The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) Some state governments also required aliens to
may have created other files for some individuals who register.

registered under the Alien Registration Act. Starting
1 April 1944, INS was supposed to consolidate all
records of a person who had further contact with the
agency, such as applying for a border crossing card
to visit Mexico or a re-entry permit. An A-File almost

In February 1918, aliens of all nationalities in
Minnesota were required to register. These records
held by the Iron Range Research Center in Chisholm,
Minnesota, include expatriate women.'®

In March 1927, the North Carolina General

Assembly passed the Bolich Alien Registration Act,
requiring the registration of all current and future

always includes an original AR-2.

A-Files for this set of women should be found in
the National Archives at Kansas City, the National
Archives at San Bruno, or the USCIS Genealogy
Program. To determine whether the National
Archives holds an A-File, search for the individual’s
name on https://catalog.archives.gov. If an entry is
located, it will have information on how to obtain a
copy. If no entry is found, but an A-File seems likely
to exist, request an index search with the USCIS
Genealogy Program.

alien residents.” These registrations, with photos,
include women, and some may be expatriates. The
records are digitized and searchable at https://digital.
ncdcr.gov/digital/custom/alien-registration-and-
naturalization. Apparently many counties did not
fully enforce the law upon its enactment, but may
have restarted enforcement in 1940.%

In June 1940, the governor of Maine issued a
proclamation “direct[ing] the immediate registration

18. “Naturalization & Immigration Records: Step 5: Other MN Records,” finding aid, Gale Family Library, Minnesota History Center (https://libguides.
mnhs.org/naturalization/s5), see Alien Registration Records.

19. North Carolina General Assembly, Public Laws and Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly at its Session of 1927 (Charlotte: The Observer Printing
House, 1927), 532-533; digital images, North Carolina Digital Collections (https://digital.ncdcr.gov).

20. “Alien Registration Book Dusted and Examined for Patriotic Work in County,” The Daily-Times News (Burlington, NC), 20 June 1940, p. 14, cols. 1-2.
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of all aliens within our borders.”*
Specific instructions were given to the
municipal officers carrying out these
registrations about the status of married
women.” Registrations were received
from 694 American-born women who Winslow e
had lost their citizenship under the

Expatriation Act of 1907.% These records

are available in full and searchable at N
https://digitalmaine.com/alien_reg.

STATE OF MAINE
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
AUGUSTA

ALIEN REGISTRATION

Date June 27, 1940

Alphons 1n_e_v__R_ou leau

Street Address larcou Street
Other states passed alien
. . Ci Tow . __Winslow,muaine
registration laws, but many were struck ortomn o
24
dOWn by the courts. How long in United States 38 ~.How long in Maine 38
From native to alien to Born in..... Wateryille,Nadne . ... ... Daeofbirch. Sent. 16,1902
repatriated or naturalized
If married, how many children i BWOL <. Occupation . housgewife

Matilda Habermacher, born in San
Francisco, lost her citizenship when she Namme of employer e
married Ernst Westermann, a German
alien, in 1912. In 1918 she registered as
an enemy alien in San Francisco.” (See English......... ~.. Speak. .. .X®@S.. .. . . Reud.. Yes. Write ... Yes
Figure 8.) She naturalized in the US
District Court for the Southern Division
of the Northern District of California at Have you made application for citizenship? 40~ Married an alien Nov, 19, 1919
San Francisco in 1927.% (See Figures 2

Address of employer ... ==

Other languages.......speak,. read and. write -French........

i ] Have you ever had military service?........ ... ..No
and 3.) No further alien files should be
found for her, as a naturalized citizen. If so, where?.... TR SRR /j o oo e
Another expatriate woman, . ol P : Of Z
. . ' Signature /’L“/W ’ el ... ﬁ‘k/&@"(/
Alphonsine Pilot, is an example of / 4 G
Witness X/Wk s

genealogical records in abundance
when least expected. Born in

Waterville, Maine, she married Joseph
Rouleau, a Canadian alien, in 1919, and
registered as an alien in 1940 in Maine.”
(See Figure 7.) She repatriated under the
1940 Act at the Superior Court of

Figure 7. Alien Registration of Alphonsine Rouleau, Maine, 1940. Registrations, Digital
Maine Repository (http://digitalmaine.com/alien_docs/16095), Maine State Archives.

21. Lewis O. Barrows, “Proclamation by the Governor,” 1940, image, Digital Maine Repository (https://digitalmaine.com/alien_ref/10); citing Maine State
Archives identifier 28548, Augusta.

22. “Citizenship of Married Women,” 1940, image, Digital Maine Repository (https://digitalmaine.com/alien_ref/15); citing Maine State Archives
identifier 28548, Augusta.
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digitalmaine.com/alien_ref/17); citing Maine State Archives identifier 28548, Augusta.

24. Harry McMullan, Biennial Report of the Attorney General of the State of North Carolina, Volume 28, 1938-1940 (Raleigh, NC: Department of Justice, 1940),
40-42; digital images, Internet Archive (https://archive.org/details/biennialrep1938attrny1940/page/40).

25. Mattie [Habermacher King] Westermann, Registration Affidavit of Alien Female, San Francisco Public Library, California; database and images,
“California, San Francisco, Registration Affidavits of Enemy Aliens, 1918,” FamilySearch (https://www .familysearch.org/search/catalog/1878523) > DGS
4878713 > images 389-392 of 420.

26. Naturalization petition of Matilda Westermann, 20 September 1926, no. 8337, U.S. District Court for the Southern Division of the Northern District
of California, Records of District Courts of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) Record Group 21, NARA identifier
605504 [actually 605234], San Francisco National Archives, San Bruno; database and images, “California, Federal Naturalization Records, 1843-1999,”
Ancestry (https://[www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3998), naturalization petition of Matilda Westermann.

27. Office of the Adjutant General, Augusta, Maine, Alien Registration, Alphonsine Rouleau entry, dated 27 June 1940, no. 16905; index and images,
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Kennebec County, Maine, at e
Augusta in 1945.% (See Figures

1 and 4.) A USCIS 129/Series
C-File and AR-2 should exist for
Alphonsine Rouleau. An A-File
for her is held at the National
Archives at Kansas City.*”” This
woman who seems to have never
left her home county appears

in at least five different record
sets generally reserved only for
immigrant aliens.

DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT.

(To be filled in by registration officer.)
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Figure 8. Portion of Mattie Westermann’s alien registration affidavit. FamilySearch; Alien Enemy

Conclusion

Registration Affidavits (SFH 48), San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library.

American-born women
who lost their citizenship from 1907 through 1931
were still filing for repatriation as late as the 1970s.
The expatriation, repatriation, and naturalization of
these women form a little-known part of history that
produced many unexpected records over several
decades. Learning about the laws behind those
records is necessary to fully understand an affected
family’s story.

Genealogists had a profound impact on the
last chapter for these women. In 2014, spurred
by conversations with descendants of expatriate
women, the Senate apologized for the “injustice,
humiliation, and inequality” caused by Section 3 of
the Expatriation Act of 1907.30 %
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