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Background: https://immigrationimpact.com



USCIS Genealogy Program Index Search

•The 5 record types available to order
•C-Files

•Visa Files

•Registry Files

•Alien Registration Forms (AR-2)

•A-Files



USCIS Genealogy Program Index Search

•https://genealogy.uscis.dhs.gov/
•Make a Request for Index Search





Index Search Request

• Preparation is key
• These pages take you through step-by-step so you can see the 

information you will need to gather and organize in advance

• After you select “Index Search Request,” enter your name and contact 
details

• Following this page, the questions will be about who you are searching



Name of  Person to be Searched

• Tips

• Enter the name used in the 

United States

• There will be another page 

to enter alternate 

names/names used at time 

of  immigration

• Country of  birth

• Think about what it was at 

the time of  immigration, or 

at the time this person 

likely interacted with 

INS/USCIS

• Select estimated date of  birth

• Especially for people who 

arrived as children, or who 

arrived prior to 1924



Estimated Date of  Birth = 100 Year Warning

• Tip
• Obtain proof  of  death for 

research subject, in the 
form of  Social Security 
Death Index screen shot, 
obituary or headstone (or 
all 3)

• Provide to USCIS by email 
after submitting and 
receiving confirmation and 
GEN-ID.



Date of  Birth > 100 Years = Proof  of  Death

• If  the person was born less 
than 100 years ago, you must 
provide proof  of  death
• Death certificate, Social 

Security Death Index screen 
shot, obituary or headstone, 
etc. (see list in screenshot)

• Upload these documents as
part of the Search Index
request



Add additional details

• Tip
• Have a timeline for your person to 

be searched to make filling out this 
page easier.

• Date of  arrival or date range

• Places of  residence and dates



Add additional details

• Tip
• Have a timeline for your 

person to be searched to 
make filling out this page 
easier.

• Date of  arrival or date range

• Places of  residence and dates



“Optional” but Very Helpful Details

• Tip
• Know details about the parents, 

spouse or siblings of  the person 
being researched, if  possible.

• Add alternate names, names of  
parents; siblings, etc.

• Use the box at the bottom to add 
additional details that will help 
with the search.

• For this example, it includes 
additional information about his 
parents, names and date of  death.



Summary Page

• Tip
• Review everything carefully – this 

is the last chance to review 
before you pay $65 for the Index 
Search



Next Steps

• Print (or print to PDF) a copy of  your Summary Page before paying

• After paying by credit card
• Receive email confirmation

• Receive GEN-ID (how your request is tracked)

• Email USCIS any additional documents, such as proof  of  death
• Always send with GEN-ID, which you will receive after payment

• Send even if  you don’t think it’s necessary, being proactive helps!

• Sit back and wait… it could take months


